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News from the Top
The Most Important Montessori Lesson
I love what a Montessori education does for a child’s love of
learning. I love the enthusiasm that it engenders. I love to watch
the understanding that dawns on a child as a concept makes sense
for the first time.
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Upcoming Events
May 2021

5/2

Art Show at 2 pm

5/7

Mother’s Day Luncheon
at 11 am

5/14

Elementary Field Trip

5/14

EOY Conference
Reports Released
(Primary & Elementary)

5/20

E-O-Y Field Day

5/21

Last Day of School
E-O-Y Celebration

Early Release
@12:30 PM
6/1

First Day of Summer
Camp 1

Montessori children learn to read – often very early. They
learn their numbers – not just counting but understanding that seven
is one more than six and not just because it follows six. They begin
to add and subtract, even multiply and divide. They learn about
leaves and leaf shapes. They learn about zoology, geometry and
time. There seems to be almost no end of the surprises of what our
children learn.
It is ironic, however, that the most important lesson does not
appear on a progress report. Montessori is the only educational
philosophy that builds its structure on the lessons of grace and
courtesy. The individuality of the classroom can only succeed if each
child exercises care and consideration for his or her classmates by
taking turns, helping each other, encouraging each other and
teaching each other. Grace and courtesy set the tone for the
classroom. The quietness and the serenity allow the concentration
that precedes significant accomplishment. Learning well the lessons
of grace and courtesy will make your child stand out for the rest of
his or her life but even grace and courtesy are not the greatest
lesson.
The great lesson is the ability to positively control yourself.
Most of us grew up with “self-control” meaning to do exactly what
someone else told you to do – “be quiet, don’t, stop, no, don’t
move” etc. The great Montessori lesson (and the one that takes
great effort and often a lifetime to master) is self-control. The
mastery of self-control leads to making wise choices. Wise choices
come from focus, determination, knowledge and controlling
yourself. The way you learn to make wise choices is to be allowed to
make choices (and live with the consequences.) And then, to make a
better choice – living with the consequences until you have
practiced enough to begin to make wise choices the first time.

(Continued Page Six)
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Infant 1 – Mrs. Badger
This school year has been both eventful and exciting. It is a joy to watch each child develop
and reach their individual milestones, from rolling over to sitting up, from crawling to walking,
while adding understanding of spoken language to verbalizing or signing themselves.
This month our language lesson will focus upon transportation objects, learning the names in
English and Spanish. The children will also be working with the coin box project which will improve
their hand-eye coordination and fine motor skills. The vocabulary for this project will be in, out,
open and close. Please feel free to reinforce these concepts at home with random items.
We are adding new outdoor curriculum which will include a pouring station and plants for
watering. These lessons will further the children’s fine motor skills, as well as, show them how to
care for living things.
Wishing you a great, fun-filled summer!
Mrs. Victoria Badger

Infant 2 – Ms. Gray
During the month of May, we will review all of the colors that we learned through the
school year in Spanish and sign language: red(rojo), blue(azul), white(blanco),
green(verde), yellow(amarillo), pink(rosa), purple(morado), orange(anaranjado), and
brown(marron). In celebration of Mother’s Day, we will honor each of our precious
mother’s by creating a special card using hand and fingerprints. For Cinco de Mayo,
we will make quesadillas to eat. For Botany lessons, the students will learn the parts
of a flower and be able to identify petals, leaves, stems, and roots. We will also
discuss pollination. The children are starting to learn how to restore their work when
they are finished, and you can use this valuable lesson at home too. Just use the same
terminology, asking your child to restore whatever it is that they are working with at
home. This is a good lesson to teach responsibility and respect for their environment.
While outdoors, we will also be watering plants and discussing plant care.
Ms. Rosa Gray

Toddler 1 & 2 – Mrs. Ronelus & Ms. Armas

During the month of May, the toddlers will celebrate Mother’s Day with a special luncheon. We
will also learn about Cinco de Mayo, making sombreros and pinatas for special art projects.
Also this month, we will study each stage of the butterfly lifecycle, starting with the egg, to
larva, next pupa, and then adult. Each class will watch in real time as their caterpillars
develop and then we will release the butterflies once they are adults to fly away, enjoying the
rest of their lives in nature. Our small group lessons will focus upon using tweezers to transfer
items which will develop each child’s pincher grasp, getting them ready for pencil grasp, and
color matching, flower arranging, as well as, open and close projects. Another main topic of
discussion will be an in-depth study of birds. We will take this lesson outside and practice bird
watching, as well as, make macaron birds nests to eat. For Spanish vocabulary this month, the
toddlers will learn to name human anatomy. Other art projects will include pom pom
caterpillars and suncatcher butterflies. Lastly, the children will use a caterpillar to count from
one to twelve. It is good if you will practice counting with your children in order and also have
them identify random numbers like we do in class for further memory retention.
Mrs. LaDonna Ronelus & Ms. Yesenia Armas
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Student Activities
Primary 1 & 2 – Mrs. Prudencio, Mrs. Alvarado, & Ms. Prudencio

It’s hard to believe that our school year is coming to a close. The Primary teaching team is proud to
announce a record number of readers graduating from our program this year and we know that they are well
prepared for their next journey into elementary. For Geography this month, the students will learn their place in
the universe, also studying the definition of neighborhoods, and individual homes. For a small group lesson, the
students will build a city. In Spanish, the primary students will learn the names of la comida, or food, learning the
vocabulary for various items that we eat. We will also devote time to teach the importance of self-care, discussing
nutrition, hydration, fresh air, the importance of exercise, and practicing safety. Our Science experiment will be
exciting as we generate electricity. Bible lessons will center around the First Church. Social graces and
courtesies will focus on implementing good sportsmanship, especially as the children are gearing up for a funfilled Field Day on May 20th. We will end our school year with a tradition, making special memory books for the
children to take home to remember the 2020-2021 school year.
---Mrs. Veronica Prudencio, Mrs. Carmen Alvarado, & Ms. Katherine Prudencio

Elementary – Mrs. Abraham

Our elementary students have worked very hard this year and I am proud of each child’s progress! For our last
month of school, the students will be putting into practice what they have been learning all year during their
Thursday gardening lessons by taking a field trip to Wolfgang’s Garden in Salado on May 14th. In addition, we will
research various plants, even carnivorous species. For Language, we will be combining all of the parts of speech
and labeling each for better understanding of sentence analysis. In Math, we will be working with the golden
beads to solve long division problems with remainders. In Science, the elementary students will identify the bones
comprising the human skeleton and we will also be introduced to electricity, doing experiments to further our
study. Our Geography lessons will include the imaginary lines on the globe, winter and summer solstice, and the
spring and autumn equinox. In Bible, we will concentrate on Psalm 23, discussing the beauty in God’s promise for
each of us.
~Mrs. Dolline Abraham

Notes from Mrs. Watson:
May is jammed packed with activities! Please refer to your calendar. Here are some important details:
1. Sunday, May 2nd: The artwork of the students enrolled in Art will be on display at Tap Tap Art in
Harker Heights from 2-4 pm. Mrs. Rabroker will be sending out invitations to her students. Bring the
whole family!
2. Friday, May 7th: Mothers of toddler, primary, and elementary students are invited to a special
performance starting at 11 am and then a luncheon. Food will be provided by the school. You may
use a picnic table or bring a blanket to eat picnic style. (For the younger group, if you think your
child may have a difficult time transitioning back into care, it may be best to take them home for
the remainder of the day.)
3. Friday, May 14th: End of Year Conference Reports will be distributed for Primary & Elementary
classes. Also, the Elementary will go on a Field Trip.
4. Thursday, May 20th: Students will be participating in Field Day which is a day filled with games.
Students should wear their school t-shirt! Infant 2, Toddler, Primary, & Elementary will participate.
5. Friday, May 21st: School-Wide End-of-Year Celebration! In the morning, children will play on the
splash pad so please bring your child to school in a bathing suit with cover-up on. Please provide a
change of clothes and a towel. [Infant 2 students will have water play on their playground (new
equipment will be arriving soon.) Please provide a swim diaper (but do not put on) at drop off.]
Starting at 11 am: All parents of students enrolled are invited to join our celebration. We will have
Rudy’s bar-be-que and as a special treat, Kona Ice will be dishing out snow cones, starting at 11:30
a.m. (Notice you have time to feed your child nutritious food, prior to the sugar arrival.) There will
be some limited seating on picnic tables, or you can bring a blanket to eat picnic style.
Early dismissal at 12:30 pm for all classes! MITS & MSCT will close between the end of the school year and
the beginning of summer camp.
June Summer Camp starts on Tuesday, June 1st.
I know that is a lot of information to ingest. Please feel free to ask your child’s teacher if you have any
questions. Thank you very much for allowing us to educate and nurture your child this past school year!
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Atlin Conley

Infant 2
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Jaeda Smith

Primary 2

May 14th
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Tulip Foster

Toddler 2

May 16th
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Braden Hutchison

Toddler 2

May 24

▪

Michael Tweedy

Infant 2

May 28th
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▪

Owen Fett

Primary 1

May 30th

4

Contact Us:
Montessori Schools of Central Texas
Temple Campus
1302 S. 27th St
Temple, TX 76504
254-771-1116
frontdesk@templemontessori.com
www.montessorischoolsofcentraltexas.com
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A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU TO MARJORIE
GILLMEISTER FOR DEDICATING MANY HOURS TO
OUR STUDENTS EVERY THURDAY THIS YEAR,
BRINGING THE JOY OF GARDENING, AND TEACHING
LESSONS THAT WILL LAST A LIFETIME.
YOU ARE APPRECIATED!
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More pictures can be found on our Parent Portal on our website.
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(Continued from page one.)
Traditional education does not afford a child the opportunity to exercise real self-control,
make independent choices and work through them to a successful completion. Traditionally, if you
fail a test you move on. In Montessori, you strive for mastery before you move on. In Montessori
you progress from strength (mastery) and not weakness (failure.)
This same wisdom applies to the lessons of grace and courtesy – learning how to deal with
people – and when you offend, learning how to make amends and not brush it off.
The lesson (and benefit) of self-control is that it concentrates your power and enhances your
achievement. Self-control is essential to making wise choices. Without self-control the child is
subject to every interior whim and outside influence. Self-control helps focus the child to be able
to make wise choices.
The most important lesson in Montessori education is not an academic one but one of selfcontrol and focus. Your child will gain many academic skills in Montessori but the greatest lesson is
self-control and with it the ability to make wise choices.
--- Edward Fidellow, Montessorian

