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Montessori Schools of Central Texas Newsletter 

"Christmas is for everyone, adults and children 
alike. Allow this season fill your heart, and let go 
of the things you dislike."  

Julie Hebert 
 
"When we remember a special Christmas, it is not 
the presents that made it special, but the 
laughter, the feeling of love, and the 
togetherness of friends and family that made that 
Christmas special."  

Catherine Pulsifer   
 
“Some countries don't celebrate Christmas, but 
everyone welcomes in the New Year, even if it's 
on different dates.”  

Paul K Stevens 
 
“I will live this day as if it were Christmas. I will 
be a giver of gifts and deliver to my enemies the 
gift of forgiveness; my opponents, tolerance; my 
friends, a smile; my children, a good example, 
and every gift will be wrapped with unconditional 
love.”  

Og Mandino 
 
“As you open your Christmas presents, open your 
heart to Christ's presence.”  

Miriam Kinai 
 
“I bring you the most joyful news ever 
announced, and it is for everyone! The Savior - 
yes the Messiah, the Lord - has been born tonight 
in Bethlehem!”  

Luke 2:10 -11 
 
"Christmas day is a day of joy and charity. May 
God make you very rich in both."  

Phillips Brooks   
 
“It’s not what’s under the tree that matters, it’s 
who’s around it.”  

Charlie Brown  
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Dr. Jerry O’Donnell  –  Headmaster 
Mrs.  Jennifer Watson –  Director 

Upcoming Events 
December 2021 

 

12/17       Christmas Party 
      (Elem, Pri, Todd) 
                     

    Early Release  
    @ 12:30pm 

      (All Classes) 
                           
12/20/21 -    Christmas Break  
1/3/22       SCHOOL CLOSED 
 
1/3/22      Staff Development  

    Day 
                
 
1/4/22         First Day of Spring 

    Semester 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

  

 

MSCT School Newsletter 
 
 

Moving into December we’ll continue fine and gross motor development activities that meet 
each child’s individual needs. Music will of course include Christmas Carols. We will continue 
practicing words in ASL and Spanish, such as "please" and "thank you".  

We will also continue exploring words and sounds for vocabulary. We have two children who 
are almost walking, and we predict they will walk into the 
new year! Our infants who participate in snack and table 
meals are progressing well. I know independent eating 
can be messy, but we encourage you to let your child eat 
independently at home as well to help develop their table 
skills and fine motor skills.  

Thank you all so much for sharing your littles with 
us! We love nurturing them and watching them grow and 
develop. We hope everyone has a blessed Holiday! 

--- Mrs. Tammy Clausen 
   
 
  
 

December will be a great month. We will make 
various ornaments and crafts. Each day we will be 
discussing the reason for the season and learning about 
the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

As the weather changes please make sure your little one has a jacket and warm extra 
clothing. We will send home all shorts. At the beginning of the new year please send a pair of 
indoor shoes, such as crocs to be left at the school. Students should come to school in Velcro style 
tennis shoes.  We will begin to practicing the habit of changing shoes when they come inside which 
will prepare them for the transition to the toddler classes in August.  

As always if you have any questions or concerns, please let me know.  
--- Mrs. Cassie Harvey 

 
 
 
 
This month in our toddler classes, we will be learning about the Christmas story and our teachers 
will also be presenting cultural studies related to their native countries so that the student can 
learn more about how others celebrate this special time of year. For our small group lessons, the 
students will match and pair socks, transfer jingle bells with a spoon in preparation of pencil 
grasping, practice putting on their own coats for further independent development, and we will 
have fun decorating a Christmas tree. The children will create different ornaments, a Star of 
David, a watercolor dreidel, and a star suncatcher. For food preparation lessons, the students will 
prepare gingerbread cookies which will serve as an opportunity to teach serving food to one 
another. While outdoors, we will water our plants and make our own sand angels. In Spanish, we 
will learn the body parts. All of the teaching staff wishes you and your family a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year! 
        --- Mrs. LaDonna Ronelus & Ms. Yesenia Armas 
  

Infant 1 – Mrs. Clausen 
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Infant 2 – Mrs. Harvey 
 

Infant 2 – Mrs. Ronelus & Ms. Armas 
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During the first week of December, the primary students will classify rocks by igneous, 

sedimentary, and metamorphic. We will discover the animal indigenous to South America and make 
a Columbian dish, pan de bono. The following week, we will review our in-depth study of 
volcanoes, and shift our continental focus to Antarctica.  

For Earth Science, we will learn about clouds and the water cycle, followed by an 
experiment for further understanding. The children will be able to classify vertebras and 
invertebrates. Our Biblical stories will center on the Angel who visited Mary and the birth of Jesus 
Christ.  

For Zoology, we will be able to identify the parts of a fish. Later this month, the students 
will be introduced to an analog clock for telling time and how to take and read temperatures 
outdoors. In Spanish, we will learn how to greet each other with Feliz Navidad and other Christmas 
related vocabulary. The children will also make their own ornaments and Christmas cards to 
celebrate the season. 

   --- Mrs. Carmen Alvarado & Mrs. Veronica Prudencio 
 

 

This has been a very productive semester filled with many learning opportunities. During the 
chilly month of December, we will be studying the earth’s southernmost continent, Antarctica. The 
students will learn about the sparse number of inhabitants, such as seals, penguins, and migrating 
whales.  

For Physical Science, we will be introduced to our solar system, naming and defining our 
planets, stars and constellations, moons of various planets, and the Milky Way. In Zoology, the 
students will research amphibians and be able to anatomically label their parts. Our Civics topic for 
the month will be our nation’s presidential residence on Pennsylvania Avenue, the White House, in 
which we will learn the history, importance, and purpose of this famous landmark.  

The featured artist of the month will be Leonardo da Vinci, otherwise known as the 
“universal genius”. We will observe and discuss his many creative works. For Bible, the elementary 
children will learn the true reason for our season, when we study the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ 
in Bethlehem. In History, we will create “the long black line” for a better understanding of the age 
and history of our planet. 

           --- Mrs. Dolline Abraham  
    

Notes from Mrs. Watson: 
Thank you very much to our wonderful parents that came out to celebrate Thanksgiving with us. 
The day was spectacular, filled with many special moments from the heart-warming student 
performances, to the delicious feast provided by our gracious parents.  
 
We will host our annual Parent-Student Christmas Party (for toddler, primary, and elementary) on 
Friday, December 17th.  Lunch starts at 11:30 am for these classes, but the primary performance 
starts at 11 am in Primary 1 and the Elementary performance starts at 11:15 am in their classroom.  
The School will provide pizza, fruit, veggies, and sweet treats for students and parents alike.  
Parent volunteers are needed to help set-up, serve and breakdown.  If you are interested, please 
see your child’s teacher.    
 
Don’t forget, early dismissal is at 12:30 p.m. for all classes.  
 
We wish you and your family a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! We look forward to a 
successful Spring Semester ahead!    Mrs. Jennifer Watson 

Primary 1 & 2 - Mrs. Alvarado & Mrs. Prudencio 
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Elementary - Mrs. Abraham 



 

 

 

  

--- Mrs. Jennifer Watson 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

• Fernando Castro-Rodriguez Toddler 1 December 1st  3 Years 

 

• Elouise Regier                   Toddler 1   December 4th 3 Years 

 

• Oliver Jackson               Infant 2 December 6th    2 Years 

 

• Breece Conley                   Primary 1  December 11th   5 Years 

 

• Charlotte Rodriguez  Primary 1 December 15th  6 Years 

 

• Avery Van Velzen           Infant 2   December 18th     2 Years 

 

• Arthur King                 Primary 1 December 18th    4 Years 

 

• Logan McMahon             Infant 1 December 20th       1 Year 

 

• Justin Curtis, Jr.   Toddler 2 December 23rd  3 Years 

 

• Johnathan Jones                 Elementary December 29th   7 Years 

 

         Contact Us: 

 
    Montessori Schools of Central Texas 

Temple Campus 

1302 S. 27th St 

Temple, TX  76504 

 

254-771-1116 

frontdesk@templemontessori.com 

www.montessorischoolsofcentraltexas.com 
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Serving snack 
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