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Here are a few very meaningful Christmas quotes to make this season brighter: 

 

• "Christmas is for everyone, adults and children alike. Allow 
this season fill your heart, and let go of the things you 
dislike." Julie Hebert 

• "When we remember a special Christmas, it is not the 
presents that made it special, but the laughter, the feeling of 
love, and the togetherness of friends and family that made 
that Christmas special." Catherine Pulsifer   

• “Some countries don't celebrate Christmas, but everyone 
welcomes in the New Year, even if it's on different dates.” 
Paul K Stevens 

• “I will live this day as if it were Christmas. I will be a giver of 
gifts and deliver to my enemies the gift of forgiveness; my 
opponents, tolerance; my friends, a smile; my children, a 
good example, and every gift will be wrapped with 
unconditional love.” Og Mandino 

• “As you open your Christmas presents, open your heart to 
Christ's presence.” Miriam Kinai 

• “I bring you the most joyful news ever announced, and it is 
for everyone! The Savior - yes the Messiah, the Lord - has 
been born tonight in Bethlehem!” Luke 2:10 -11 

• "Christmas day is a day of joy and charity. May God make you 
very rich in both." Phillips Brooks   

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Continued on page 5 

News from the Top 

Dear Parents 
 

Another Thanksgiving celebration with 

family, friends, and delicious food has 

come and gone.  We hope that you had a 

wonderful and enjoyable time however you 

celebrated. One of the secrets to long life is 

to live a thankful life as the Scripture 

teaches, “In everything give thanks, for this 

is the will of God . . .” Too often, many 

people live with pent-up anger, sorrow, or 

just plain meanness – a shortcut to an early 

demise. 

 

The best time of the year is finally here:  

Christmas. Christmas is such a beautiful 

time with all the colors, decorations, lights, 

gift giving, and merriment. If we fail to 

wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
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New Year it is not on purpose, but by accident. 

So, Merry Christmas and a very Happy and 

Prosperous New Year. The new year, 2021, is 

going ad to be the best year of your life- 

believe it!  The pandemic will be gone and 

only a bad memory. 

We want to say, THANK YOU to the many 

helping hands during November: 

1.  Samaritan’s Purse Donations:  All of 

the families that contributed.  We 

were able to pack and send 30 boxes 

of joy and laughter to forgotten 

children that would have done 

without the love of Christmas. 

2.  Thanksgiving luncheon:  Yum, yum, 

yum, for the delicious and abundant 

prepared food that served all the 

children and attending parents. 

 

 

Dr. Jerry O’Donnell  –  Headmaster 
Mrs.  Jennifer Watson –  Assistant  Director 

Upcoming Events 
December 2020 

 

12/18       Christmas Party @ 11 
  (Elem, Pri, Todd) 
                Early Release @ 12:30 
  (All Classes) 
                           
12/21/20      Christmas Break  
 - 1/5/21       SCHOOL CLOSED 
 
1/4/21          Staff Development  
                    Day 
                    NO CLASS 
 
1/5/21          First Day of Spring  
                    Semester 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

  

 
 

MSCT School Newsletter 
 
Can you believe we’ve almost made it through 2020? This month in Infant 1 we’ve used our senses 
to prepare us for our Thanksgiving feast! Our monthly snacks have included: cranberry jelly, 
stuffing (or dressing to some), turkey, pumpkin pie mousse, green bean casserole, sweet potatoes, 
baked cinnamon apples, and ham. Our littles devoured the stuffing! Needless to say, I think they’re 
ready to eat! We have 2 independent walkers and a few more not far behind. This month we’ve 
learned about colors. The children explored colors sensorially using dyed spaghetti noodles, colored 
yogurt, and observed various colored items. Our infants who participate in snack and table meals 
continue to practice their fine motor skills by using their weaning glasses, eating utensils, and are 
even beginning to practice wiping the table down after meals. I know independent eating can be 
messy, but we encourage you to let your child eat independently at home as well to help develop 
their table skills. Also, parents please start sending warm clothes for your child to be changed into. 
Simple long sleeves and pants are great! Moving into December we’ll continue fine and gross motor 
development activities that meet each child’s individual needs. Music will of course include 
Christmas Carols and vocabulary will continue to focus on parts of our body. Thank you all so much 
for sharing your littles with us! We love nurturing them and watching them grow and develop. Have 
a blessed Thanksgiving and we’ll see you all in December!    ---Mrs. Amanda Cruz 
 

Infant 2 - Ms. Gray 
December will be a great month, filled with many creative moments.  The children will be making 
applesauce with cinnamon, and various ornaments with unique hand and footprint reindeers, 
pinecone trees, red and green pasta, individual photo pieces, a tree button ornament, and a bell to 
jingle inside of a pot.  We will also create Christmas cards using our fingerprints as a string of 
lights.  Each day, we will be discussing the reason for the season and learn all about the birth of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Over the Thanksgiving holiday, the Infant 2 classroom received new furniture made with quality 
craftmanship for the children to use and enjoy.  Please come take a look!  Thank you to all of the 
strong men volunteers who helped to make this possible. 
On the last day of school in December, I plan to send home the stored clothing for each child to be 
replenished with fresh clothing to start the New Year.    ---Ms. Rosa Gray 

 

Toddler 1 & 2 – Mrs. Ronelus & Ms. Armas 
This month in our toddler classes, we will be learning about the Christmas story and our teachers 
will also be presenting cultural studies related to their native countries so that the student can 
learn more about how others celebrate this special time of year.  For our small group lessons, the 
students will match and pair socks, transfer jingle bells with a spoon in preparation of pencil 
grasping, practice putting on their own coats for further independent development and will have 
fun decorating a Christmas tree.  The children will create different ornaments, a Star of David, and 
a star suncatcher.  For food preparation lessons, the students will prepare gingerbread cookies and 
a Rugelach which will serve as an opportunity to teach serving food to one another.  While 
outdoors, we will water our plants, feed the birds birdseed and fill the hummingbird feeders, and 
make our own sand angels.   
All of the teaching staff wishes you and your family a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
        ~~~Mrs. LaDonna Ronelus & Ms. Yesenia Armas 
 
 

Infant 1 - Mrs. Cruz 
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During the first week of December, the primary students will classify rocks by igneous, 
sedimentary, and metamorphic.  We will discover the animal indigenous to South America and 
make a Columbian dish, Arepas con queso.  The following week, we will review our in-depth study 
of volcanoes, and shift our continental focus to Antarctica.  For Earth Science, we will learn about 
clouds and the water cycle, followed by an experiment for further understanding.  The children 
will be able to classify vertebras and invertebrates.  Our Biblical stories will center on the Angel 
who visited Mary and the birth of Jesus Christ.  For Zoology, we will be able to identify the parts of 
a fish.  Later this month, the students will be introduced to an analog clock for telling time and 
how to take and read temperatures outdoors.  In Spanish, we will learn how to greet each other 
with Feliz Navidad and other Christmas related vocabulary.  The children will also make their own 
ornaments and Christmas cards to celebrate the season. 
   ~~~Mrs. Carmen Alvarado, Ms. Katherine Prudencio, & Mrs. Veronica Prudencio     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes from Mrs. Watson: 
Thank you very much to our wonderful parents that came out to celebrate Thanksgiving with us.  
The day was spectacular, filled with many special moments from the heart-warming primary 
student performance, to the delicious feast provided by our gracious parents.  
 
Thank you also to the volunteers for your assistance in moving the new furniture into the Infant 2 
classroom.  The students love it and it will be cherished for many years to come.   
 
***With Covid on the rise and colder temperatures forcing everyone indoors, we have decided to 
cancel our annual parent-student Christmas party this year.  However, we will still host a fun-filled 
celebration for our students (toddler, primary, and elementary) on Friday, December 18th.  A 
nutritious lunch with a few sweet treats will be provided starting at 11:00 a.m.  Don’t forget, early 
dismissal is at 12:30 p.m. for all classes.  Our elementary children will be singing Christmas carols 
to each class as a special treat. 
 
We wish you and your family a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  We look forward to a 
successful Spring Semester ahead!                          ---Mrs. Jennifer Watson 
 

Elementary – Mrs. Abraham 
                            

This has been a very productive semester filled with many learning opportunities and I am very proud of 

each child’s individual progress.  During the chilly month of December, we will be studying the earth’s 

southernmost continent, Antarctica.  The students will learn about the sparse number of inhabitants, such as, 

seals, penguins and migrating whales.  For Physical Science, we will be introduced to our solar system, 

naming and defining our planets, stars and constellations, moons of various planets, and the Milky Way.  In 

Zoology, the students will research amphibians and be able to anatomically label their parts.  Our Civics 

topic for the month will be our nation’s presidential residence on Pennsylvania Avenue, the White House, in 

which we will learn the history, importance and purpose of this famous landmark.  The featured artist of the 

month will be Leonardo da Vinci, otherwise known as the “universal genius”.  We will observe and discuss 

his many creative works.  For Bible, the elementary children will learn the true reason for our season, when 

we study the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ in Bethlehem.  In History, we will create “the long black line” for 

a better understanding of the age and history of our planet. 

           ---Mrs. Dolline Abraham   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Primary 1 & 2 - Mrs. Alvarado, Ms. Prudencio & Mrs. Prudencio 
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▪ Fernando Castro-Rodriguez   Infant 2    December 1st       2 Years 

 

▪ William Blaney-Ahmed         Primary 2    December 2nd       3 Years 
 

▪ Eloise Regier                          Infant 2    December 4th        2 Years 
 

▪ Oliver Jackson                        Infant 1    December 6th        1 Year 
   

▪ Wolfgang Gillmeister            Elementary    December 6th        8 Years 
 

▪ Breece Conley                        Primary 1    December 11th      4 Years 

 

▪ Benjamin Hunt                       Infant 1    December 16th      1 Year 

 

▪ Arthur King                           Toddler 1    December 18th       3 Years 

 

▪ Emily Yanchak                      Toddler 1    December 18th       3 Years 

 

▪ Johnathan Jones                     Primary 2    December 29th       6 Years 
 

 

                  Contact Us:                  

 
    Montessori Schools of Central Texas 

Temple Campus 

1302 S. 27th St 

Temple, TX  76504 

 

254-771-1116 

frontdesk@templemontessori.com 

www.montessorischoolsofcentraltexas.com 
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